
 
 

Inmate to Correctional Officer Ratios 
 
 
Included in the Department of Corrections’ (SCDC) May 24, 2019 letter to the House Legislative Oversight 
Committee (LOC).  This information was provided in response to the following question in LOC’s May 16, 
2019 letter to the Department of Corrections: “36.  Please provide information on the number of guards per 
inmate in 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015, and 2019.”  
 
SCDC stated the following as an explanation of the information in this document: 

 Please see attached correctional officer to inmate ratios for the years 2000, 2005, 2010, 2015 and 2019.  
Also attached are annual reports from 1990 and 1995 that outline staffing and inmate count; however, it 
does not provide employee to inmate ratio it provides position to inmate ratio, please be sure to review 
footnote on the report as the calculations differ from 1990 to 1995. 
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Date Inmate to C.O. Ratio C.O. to Inmate Ratio
July 1, 2000 5.2 0.192
July 1, 2005 6.4 0.156
July 1, 2010 6.4 0.156
July 1, 2015 6.5 0.153

May 1, 2019 7.0 0.143

Institutional Correctional Officers (C.O.) 
to Inmate Ratio

Note:  Includes Correctional Officers of all ranks.

July 1, 2000 - May 1, 2019
Calculation based on the number of Correctional Officers assigned 
to an institution and the number of inmates housed in a SCDC 
facility.
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